
NAME AVG SIZE COMMENTS
STREET 
TREE 

American 
Smoketree

H 15-20'      
W 15-25' 

North American native not often found in home landscapes. Smoky 
pink, purplish plumes in the summer with vibrant red and orange fall 
color.Cultivars: Hybrid with C.coggygria ‘Flame’, ‘Grace’

Amur Maple H 15-20'      
W 15-20' 

Hardy, very good for small spaces like patio gardens, courtyards, or in 
a grouping; usually grown in multi-stemmed form; superior fall color.  
Cultivars: ‘Flame’ 'Compactum'

Chinese 
Fringetree

H 15-20'      
W 15-20' 

Used as a specimen or in groupings; grown for the white fringe-like 
fleecy flowers that hang in panicles in the spring; very adaptable 
Cultivar: ‘China Snow’

Chokecherry H 20-30'    
W 15-20'       

White flowers in late April-May are followed by bright red fruits in 
summer; perfect for wildlife; may sucker around base and tree roots. 
Cultivars: 'Canada Red Select’ 'Canada Red'

YES

Common 
Smoketree

H 10-20'   
W 10-20'

Reddish purple-colored foliage all season long; smoky pink, puffy 
plumes cover the plant in mid summer; best used as an accent or 
focal point. Cultivars: ‘Royal Purple’ ‘Golden Spirit’ 

Crabapple Varies Many cultivars available. Choose disease resistant cultivars as found 
in KSRE pub MF-875. Superior cultivars include: 
‘Prairiefire’ ‘Adirondack' ‘Adams’ ‘Sargeant’ 'Royal Raindrops'

YES

Flowering 
Dogwood 

H 12-15'   
W 10-15'

Grown mainly for spring flowers, fall color can be spectacular;
horizontal branches give layered look; best in partial shade out of 
strong winds. Cultivars: 'Cloud 9' 'Princess' 'Brave' 'Chief'

Kousa Dogwood H 12-15"  
W 8-10'

A later spring flowering species with white flowers. Reddish purple fall 
color. More adaptable than the Flowering Dogwood but still best to 
plant out of harsh winds and afternoon sun. Cultivar: 'Milky Way' 

Japanese Maple H 15-25'   
W 15-25'

Small tree for the patio or courtyard; good specimen plant; most 
forms have deep red leaves that turn crimson in fall; Protect from 
summer wind and heat exposure

Japanese Tree 
Lilac

H 20-25'   
W15-20'

Panicles of creamy white fragrant flowers in June; resistant to 
powdery mildew and borers. Cultivars: ‘Ivory Silk’ ‘Snow Cap’ (smaller 
form)

YES

Redbud H 20-25'  
W 20-25'

Pink-purple flowers in spring; heart-shaped leaves; yellow-green fall 
color. Cultivars: ‘Alba’ (white flowers) ‘Forest Pansy’ (purple foliage, 
may be less hardy) 'Oklahoma' 

YES

                          
ALL Street Tree plantings must be approved by the Community Tree Manager. Trees recommended as 
street trees are noted in the 4th column below but still require approval before planting. Please contact the Fairway 
Public Works Department at (913) 722-2822 prior to planting. City Ordinance requires 30' of clearance between 
street trees but considerations will be made on a case by case basis if planting a smaller size tree. If there is a tree 
you'd like to plant as a street tree that is not on the list you can submit it for review by the Community Tree 
Manager and the Fairway Tree Board Chair. Street trees are those located in the Right-of-Way which is typically 
25' from the center of the street. See page 4 for more information.

SMALL TREES - Usually Less than 30 feet



Serviceberry H 20-30'   
W 10-15'

White flowers in spring,berry-like fruits in summer; outstanding fall 
leaf color: golds/yellows/reds; usually multi-stemmed. Choose 
superior cultivars and native species. Cultivar: ‘Autumn Brilliance’

YES

Shantung Maple H 20-25'   
W 15-20'

Underused maple; heat and drought tolerant; glossy leaves emerge 
reddish, change to dark green in summer to yellow-orange-red in fall. 
Hybrids: ‘Crimson Sunset’ ‘Pacific Sunset’ ‘Norwegian Sunset’ 

YES

Star Magnolia & 
Saucer Magnolia

H 15-20'      
W 10-15' 

Small, compact ornamental trees grown for their early spring flowers. 
Early blooming makes them vulnerable to damage by late spring 
frosts. Protect from summer wind and heat exposure. 

Sweetbay 
Magnolia

H 15-20'      
W 10-15' 

Small, compact ornamental tree grown for its early spring flowers. 
Early blooming makes them vulnerable to damage by late spring 
frosts. . 

Trident Maple H 20-30’    
W 20-30'

Can be used as a lawn, specimen, or street tree. Fall color is yellow, 
orange to red; can also be used as lawn or street tree; protect trunk 
from winter sunscald when young. Cultivar: ‘Streetwise’ (burgundy red 
in autumn)

YES

Weeping 
Mulberry

H 8-10'       
W 8-10'

Drooping slender branches sweep the ground; only plant males or 
fruitless cultivars. Hardy, best used as a specimen tree. Cultivars: 
‘Pendula’, ‘Chaparral’, ‘Urbana’

NAME AVG SIZE COMMENTS
STREET 

TREE 

Tupelo H 30-50'  
W 20-30'

Known for lustrous green leaves in summer and colorful red fall 
foliage. Flowers April-June. Can tolerate clay soil and road 
salt.Cultivar: "Wildfire"

YES

Hedge Maple H 25-35'   
W 25-35'

Underused maple; perfect for small lawn, specimen or street tree;
tough and tolerant.   Cultivar: 'Evelyn' (Queen Elizabeth ®) YES

Ironwood 
(Eastern 
Hophornbeam)

H 25-40'   
W 20-40'

graceful appearance; a very tolerant native tree that is great for 
commercial and residential use; slightly pyramidal in youth growing 
rounder with maturity; sun to part shade

YES

Lacebark Elm H 40-50'   
W 40-50'

Unusual mottled bark and smaller leaves than other elms. Resistance 
to Dutch elm disease & tolerant of clay soil and dry sites. Snow and 
storm damage may occur, not suitible for street tree planting.

YES

Miyabe Maple H 30-50'  
W 20-40'

Densly branched with uniform oval to rounded shape. Corky bark and 
yellow fall color. Hardy and adaptable, tolerant of dry and wet sites. 
Cultivar: 'Morton' (State Street ®)

YES

Red Horse-
Chestnut

H 30-40'   
W 20-40'

Large clusters of pinkish-red flowers in spring, followed by large 
leaves. Best if planted in sun; may scorch in hot summer sun if not 
properly watered. Cultivar: ‘Briottii’

Golden Rain  
Tree

H 30-40'   
W 30-40'

Yellow flower clusters in the summer that turn into papery bronze 
capsules in fall. Tolerant of drought, heat, and wind.

River Birch H 30-40'  
W 20-30'

Fast growing tree, often sold in multi-stemmed clump form. Known for 
it's peeling light to red-brown bark revealing lighter inner bark 
underneath. Cultivars: 'BNMTF' (Dura-Heat ®)  'Cully' (Heritage ®)

Sourwood H 25-40'   
W 20-40'

Native that can be used as a specimen tree. Drooping panicles of urn-
shaped white flowers in late spring with a brilliant red fall color. 
Prefers moist, well-drained soil but can be tolerant of wet sites.

MEDIUM TREES - 30-50 feet



NAME AVG SIZE COMMENTS
STREET 
TREE 

American Elm H 50-70'  
W 30-50'

Vase shaped with fast to moderate growth they are tolerant of a wide 
range of conditions. Only Dutch elm disease resistant cultivars. 
Cultivars: 'Princeton' 'New Harmony' 'Jefferson'

YES

Baldcypress H 50-70'  
W 20-30'

Hardy and tough, tolerant of a wide range of soil types including wet, 
dry, and swampy.Cultivar: 'Shawnee Brave' YES

Dawn Redwood H 70-100' 
W 20-25'

Fast growing with pyramidal shape and strong central leader. Closely 
related to bald cypress with fernlike feathery foliage. Best in large 
landscapes.

YES

European 
Hornbeam

H 40-60'  
W 30-40'

Dense multistemmed foliage, excellent for screens, windbreaks, or in 
groupings. Cultivars: ‘Columnaris’ ‘Fastigiata’ ‘Franz Fontaine’     
*Could be used as street tree if site requires narrow form.

YES*

Ginkgo H 50-60'+ 
W 25-40'

Fan shaped leaves turn gold in fall. Hardy and pest resistant. Plant 
only MALE (non-fruiting) trees.Cultivars: ‘Autumn Gold’ 'The 
President' (Presidential Gold ®) 'Magyar'  'PNI 2720' (Princeton 
Sentry ®)

YES

Japanese 
Zelkova

H 50-80'  
W 40-60'

Vase shaped tree closely related to the elm and resistant to Dutch 
Elm Disease. Tolerates road salt, clay soil, and dry sites.       Cultivar: 
'Green Vase'

YES

Kentucky 
Coffeetree

H 50-60'+  
W 40-50'

Handsome bark, large bean-like pods. Tolerant to pollution and a 
wide range of soils. Male cultivars are fruitless. Only plant a male tree 
if planting  as a street tree. Cultivar: 'Espresso'

YES  
(fruitless 
variety)

London  
Planetree

H 70-100' 
W 65-80'

Noble tree, best used in large open areas. Known for it's beautiful 
splotchy bark & large leaves. Cultivars: 'Bloodgood' 'Exclamation' 
'Ovation'

YES

Swamp White 
Oak

H 40-60’  
W 40-60’

Broad round topped crown at maturity, a great oak for the 
landscape. Tolerant of wetter areas but also drought tolerant 
once established. Fall color is yellow.

YES

NAME AVG SIZE COMMENTS
STREET 
TREE 

Upright Chinese 
Juniper

varies Durable attractive tree tolerant of alkaline soil and dry sites. Often 
used as screening or as a windbreak.Cultivars: 'Keteleeri'  'Blue Point'

Eastern     
Redcedar

H 30-40'  
W 10-30'

Kansas' only native conifer. Cold-hardy and adaptable with many 
cultivars of varying sizes available. Does well in dry, alkaline soil. 
Some superior cultivars include: 'Canaertii' 'Taylor' 'Burkii'

Norway Spruce H 40-60'  
W 25-30'

Large pyramidal tree with long cylindrical cones and weeping 
branches. Dark green foliage and often used as windbreaks or for 
screening. Does well in both alkaline or acid soil.

Limber Pine H 30-40'  
W 15-30'

Dark blue green needles make this stick out in the landscape. More 
tolerant of alkaline soils than the eastern white pine and grows fast.               
Cultivar: 'Vanderwolf's Pyramid'

See the  following page for contact information, and to learn more about how Fairway protects and 
continues to grow our canopy.

LARGE TREES - 50 or more feet

EVERGREENS



City of Fairway Recommended Tree List - Reviewed and updated October 2025

Rick Allen: Right-of-Way Specialist & Tree Board Chair: (913) 722-2822

Please direct any questions or inquiries to:

rallen@fairwaykansas.org

Bill Stogsdill: Public Works Director & Community Tree Manager: (913) 722-2822

bstogsdill@fairwaykansas.org

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
OAK TREES
Planting too many of one species in an area can have disasterous effects if a rapidly spreading pest or disease 
becomes a concern, like the devastation caused to ash trees in recent years with emerald ash borer (EAB) .         
Pin oaks alone represent nearly 25% of our street trees, over double the 10% maximum recommendation for one 
species. A pin oak is a member of the red oak group, making them more vulnerable to oak wilt, a fungus that can 
lead to rapid wilting and death. At this time,planting pin oaks in the area is not recommended.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Blain Stroble, the Kansas Community Forester for our district noted that though oak wilt is still a concern, 
confirmed cases in Johnson County are rare and many suspected cases turn out to be less serious “lookalikes” 
that show similar symptoms.                                                                                                                                            
In 2025, based on Blaine's recommendation Fairway's Tree Board has elected to add a swamp white oak, a hardy 
and disease resistant species to this list.

Tree Protection Ordinance:
Fairway has a robust Tree Protection Ordinance for our street trees since 2014. An ordinance violation can result 
in administrative fines and a significant contribution to the Tree Fund. Among other things, the ordinance prohibits 
excavation, material storage, vehicle traffic, grade changes, paving, and pruning street trees without permission.To 
find out more read this article in the March 2023 Focus on Fairway Newsletter: 

https://tinyurl.com/yft85ae6

Fairway has a planting program where each year several street trees are planted in residents yards. Although the 
space requirement is 30' from other trees in the Right-of-Way, in some instances a smaller understory tree may 
still be allowed. Several options are now being offered each year based on the street trees on this list. If you'd like 
to sign up for the program, reach out to Right-of-Way Specialist Rick Allen (contact infomation above)

City Planting Program:

This list has been compiled with information from the K-State Research and Extension's publication 
"Recommended Landscape Trees for Metropolitan Kansas City" and the Kansas Forestry Service publication 
"Preferred Trees for Northeast Kansas". Those lists were condensed based on recommendations made by former 
Kansas Community Forester, Kim Bomberger, in the report: Fairway Tree Inventory and Management 
Recommendations  performed in 2017. Fairway's list will be reviewed annually by the Fairway Tree Board. Before 
changes are finalized Blaine Stroble, our current Community Forester, is consulted.                                                                                                        
The 2017 Inventory and Recommendations can be found here:

https://tinyurl.com/2fwc5csm

Street Tree Selections:
Picking the right location for any tree is very important.The following is taken into account when selecting a good 
candidate for a street tree: Salt tolerance, non or minimal fruiting, strength/tolerance to storm
damage, disease and pest issues, appearance, and the percentage of each species from our last inventory.

Credits:


