
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 

OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

OF THE CITY OF FAIRWAY, KANSAS 

 

The Council of the City of Fairway, Kansas, held their regular meeting at 6:30 P.M. at 

5240 Belinder Road, Fairway, Kansas, on Monday, May 12, 2025. 

 

Present: Council Members Whitney Henley, David Watkins, Jerry Williams, Kelly 

Ann Buszek, Lee Story, Dan Bailey, Joseph Levin and Tanya Keys. 

 

Absent: None.   

     

Presiding: Mayor Melanie Hepperly. 

 

Staff Present: Nathan Nogelmeier, City Administrator; Todd LaSala, City Attorney; Jim 

Mosimann, City Attorney;  J.P. Thurlo, Police Chief; Bill Stogsdill, 

Director of Public Works (by Zoom). 

  

Visitors:    Chief Steve Chick, Consolidated Fire District No. 2.  

 

CALL TO ORDER AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Mayor Hepperly called the meeting to order.    

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

Mayor Hepperly led the Council in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

PROCLAMATIONS:   

 

 NATIONAL PUBLIC WORKS WEEK 

 

Mayor Hepperly read a Proclamation designating the week of May 18 to May 24, 

2025 as National Public Works Week in the City of Fairway.  She urged residents 

to join in activities, events and ceremonies designed to pay tribute to public works 

professionals and to recognize the substantial contributions they make to 

protecting national health, safety and quality of life. 

 

 NATIONAL POLICE WEEK 

 

Mayor Hepperly read a Proclamation designating May 15, to May 21, 2025 as 

National Police Week in the City of Fairway.  She called upon citizens to observe 

May 15, 2025 as Peace Officers’ Memorial Day in honor of those law 

enforcement officers who, through their courageous deeds, have made the 

ultimate sacrifice in service to their community or have become disabled in the 

performance of their duties, and also recognize and pay respect to the survivors of 

fallen heroes.   

 

MONTHLY REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 
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CONSOLIDATED FIRE DISTRICT NO. 2, CHIEF CHICK 

 

Chief Chick referred the Council to the report in the packet.  He stated that call 

volume was up 14 percent in the first quarter of 2025.  There has been a 

significant increase in assist-type calls where folks may not be having a medical 

emergency but need help to get up after a fall.  

 

Chief Chick discussed a new safe senior program that a group of firefighters, 

EMTs and paramedics are working on to help senior members of the community 

who wish to stay in their homes longer.  The program will involve someone who 

will go into the home and identify trip hazards and find ways that the senior can 

mitigate safety concerns in the home. They hope to begin the program later this 

year.  

 

Chief Chick also gave a status report on the construction and renovation at the 

Fire Station at 63rd and Mission.  He reminded everyone that the Fire District did 

not issue any new bonds or create any debt for the taxpayers with the remodel of 

the building.  The Fire District paid for the construction out of its reserves.  

 

He explained that they were concerned about service delivery during the 

construction, with firefighters not being able to work out (which is part of their 

job requirement) and being unable to sleep in their usual sleeping quarters.  In 

addition, there is potentially going to be a period of time when they will need to 

use porta-potties.  When those concerns were brought up to the firefighters, the 

firefighters indicated they would deal with those issues rather than moving to 

another station because they wanted to remain in the community.  He is proud of 

that sentiment and appreciates those firefighters being willing to make sacrifices 

so there will be no change in service delivery to residents.  

 

Finally, Chief Chick stated that the Fire District has worked really hard over the 

last several years to train firefighters on the specific core functions of the job, one 

of which is stopping loss.  He discussed two recent fires wherein the fires were 

contained so there was no further damages to the homes.   He thought it was 

important to share with the Council that the Fire District’s time and effort that is 

put into training is delivering results.  

 

Mayor Hepperly thanked Chief Chick and his staff for their dedication and service 

to the community, and for being frugal with taxpayer dollars in remodeling of the 

Fire Station.   

 

Responding to Mayor Hepperly’s question, Chief Chick explained that they are 

going to identify those individuals who may need help in their homes with fall 

hazards in a number of ways.  They will work with cities who may know of 

individuals that need help, they will review call logs for those who have asked for 

assistance in the past, and while they are out in the community they will also talk 

with members of the community who may be aware of neighbors or other 

residents who could use the service.  
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Mayor Hepperly stated that she would be happy to assist as would City 

Administrator Nogelmeier and Chief Thurlo. 

 

Responding to Councilwoman Buszek’s question, Chief Chick explained that they 

expect the remodel of the Fire Station to be completed by the end of first quarter 

of 2026.   

 

Responding to Councilman Watkins’ question, Chief Chick stated that the devices 

that are advertised on television to help if someone falls and cannot get up are 

usually routed to some third party rather than to 911.  Some of the devices have a 

speaker and if the fallen person does not respond, then the third party will call 

911.   

 

ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE COMMITTEE, MR. NOGELMEIER 

 

Monthly Report 

 

City Administrator Nogelmeier referred to the Administration report in the packet 

subject to questions.  He outlined several issues that were discussed at the March 

26, 2025 Committee meeting, including the 53rd Street crossing study, which will 

be further discussed at an upcoming meeting.  The City is still waiting on some 

issues that are outside of the City’s control regarding a potential funding 

agreement with the former Houlihan’s location.  The Committee also discussed a 

request from the Kansas City Country Club for two off-street parking dates for 

swim meets they are hosting.  That item is on the New Business Agenda for 

consideration later this evening.   

 

As for Finance, City Administrator Nogelmeier explained that sales tax receipts 

were slightly under the budgeted amount but sales tax receipts are still over 

budget for the year.  All of the various departments are working on their 2026 

budgets and the City is also working through the 2024 audit.   

 

POLICE COMMITTEE, CHIEF THURLO 

 

Monthly Report 

 

Chief Thurlo referred to the report in the packet, subject to questions.  He stated 

that last month the Police identified 40 people that needed to go to jail, which is a 

lot of arrests for Fairway, and they have been very busy. 

 

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE, MR. STOGSDILL 

 

Monthly Report  

 

Director Stogsdill referred to the report in the packet subject to questions.  He 

stated that he is the Region 6 Director of the Kansas City Metropolitan Chapter of 

the American Public Works Association (APWA), and as such, he has been 

invited to Jefferson City, Missouri to meet with Missouri Governor Mike Kehoe, 
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all as part of National Public Works Week.  He will give a report on the event at 

the June meeting.  

 

 PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE, MR. SOEKEN 

 

Monthly Report 

 

Director Soeken referred the Council to the report in the packet, subject to 

questions.  He encouraged everyone to take the survey that is available on the 

City’s website concerning the Master Plan.  He also thanked Mayor Hepperly for 

her help with the Arbor Day celebration.  He added that things are going great at 

the Pool, and Recreation Supervisors Reis and Dwyer are putting in a lot of hours 

getting staff trained for the season.  

 

Councilwoman Buszek thanked Director Soeken and his staff for getting together 

volunteers to clean the Shawnee Methodist Mission Cemetery.   

 

Director Soeken responded that Director Laughlin coordinated the clean up and 

deserves all the credit for getting it completed.  

 

Mayor Hepperly explained that the cemetery land is owned by the Historical 

Society in Topeka.  The Fairway Public Works Department mows the property, 

but the upkeep is not always attended to appropriately.  Over the last few years, a 

Boy Scout group has volunteered to do the clean up and hopefully that will 

continue.  

 

MONTHLY REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES 

 

Tree Board 

 

No Report.   

 

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
  

Mayor Hepperly outlined the three items on the Consent Agenda.  The Consent 

Agenda items include the following: (A) Minutes of Previous Regular City 

Council Meeting; (B) Claims and Appropriations – Ordinance #1824 – April 

2025; (C) Intent to Proceed Form for the 2026 Stormwater Project.  

 

Mayor Hepperly asked for discussion from the Council.  Hearing none, she asked 

if there were comments from the public related to the Consent Agenda.  Hearing 

none, she asked for a motion. 

 

Councilman Bailey moved that the Council approve Consent Agenda Items A, B 

and C on the Consent Agenda. Councilman Levin seconded the motion and the 

motion carried unanimously.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 
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A. Resolution 2025-E – A Resolution Authorizing Temporary Parking on Grass on 

Certain Private Property for Limited Time and Purpose, Pursuant to Section 10-

58(b)(5) of the Fairway City Code. 

 

City Administrator Nogelmeier explained that as a general rule, the City does not 

allow parking on grass at any time; however, there is a provision in the Code that 

does allow the Council to make exceptions.  The Kansas City Country Club is 

primarily located in Mission Hills except the Windsor entrance and the green 

space immediately north of the entrance is owned by the Club, but is located in  

Fairway.  Because of ongoing construction, the Club will not be able to have their 

team staging areas on the course as they normally would so they are looking for 

alternate arrangements.  There is a map of where the parking will occur in the 

packet and this parking would be limited to June 11 and June 18 from 2:00 P.M. 

to 9:00 P.M.  These times coincide with the two swim meets that will be 

occurring at the Club.  

 

Mayor Hepperly asked for discussion.   

 

Responding to Councilman Williams’ question, City Administrator Nogelmeier 

stated that a Constant Contact email was sent to residents with a copy of the 

meeting Agenda and a link to the Agenda packet itself.  

 

Mayor Hepperly asked for further discussion. Hearing none, she asked for public 

comment on this item.  Hearing none, she asked for a motion. 

 

Councilman Watkins moved that the Council approve the Resolution 2025-E – A 

Resolution Authorizing Temporary Parking on Grass on Certain Private Property 

for Limited Time and Purpose, Pursuant to Section 10-58(b)(5) of the Fairway 

City Code.  Councilman Williams seconded the motion and the motion carried 

unanimously.  

 

B. Ordinance #1825 – An Ordinance Amending the Building Regulations of the 

Fairway City Code Pertaining to Grounds for Denial of Building Permits, Adding 

New Section 15-858 to the Fairway City Code. 

 

City Administrator Nogelmeier explained that this new Ordinance will require 

that when a property owner is requesting a building permit for a project in the 

City, staff will be required to verify before any permit is issued that the property 

owner is current on all City taxes or other debts to the City.  There is an exception 

if a life safety issue needs to be addressed, but there would be follow up to ensure 

that any delinquiency is corrected prior to the permit being closed.  

 

Responding to Councilman Watkins’ question, City Administrator Nogelmeier 

explained what the circumstances might be for the property owner to be in debt to 

the City.  
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Mayor Hepperly asked for discussion.  Hearing none, she asked for public 

comment on this item.  Hearing none, she asked for a motion. 

 

Councilwoman Henley moved that the Council approve Ordinance #1825 – An 

Ordinance Amending the Building Regulations of the Fairway City Code 

Pertaining to Grounds for Denial of Building Permits, Adding New Section 15-

858 to the Fairway City Code.  Councilman Watkins seconded the motion and the 

motion carried unanimously.  

 

C. Sign Deviation Request for 4210 Shawnee Mission Parkway. 

 

City Administrator Nogelmeier referred to the staff report in the packet.  The 

applicant has requested some deviations for the size and number of signs.  The 

Planning Commission has recommended approval of the sign deviation request.    

 

Mayor Hepperly asked for discussion.  Hearing none, she asked for public 

comment on this item.  Hearing none, she asked for a motion. 

 

Councilman Watkins moved that the Council approve the Sign Deviation Request 

for 4210 Shawnee Mission Parkway.  Councilwoman Keys seconded the motion 

and the motion carried unanimously.  

 

COMMENTS BY GOVERNING BODY 

 

Mayor Hepperly asked for comments by the Governing Body.  There being no 

Governing Body comments, this item was closed. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

Mayor Hepperly asked if there were members of the public who would like to 

comment.  There being no public comments, this item was closed.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION – NON-ELECTED PERSONNEL MATTER EXCEPTION, 

K.S.A. 75-4319(b)(1) 

 

Councilwoman Henley moved that the City Council recess into Executive Session 

to discuss individual employee’s performance pursuant to the non-elected 

personnel matter exception, K.S.A. 75-4319(b)(1). The Executive Session will 

include City Administrator Nogelmeier, City Attorney LaSala, City Attorney 

Mossman, and the City Council. The open meeting will resume in the City 

Council Chamber at 7:42 P.M.  Councilman Watkins seconded the motion and the 

motion passed unanimously.  

 

The Council recessed into Executive Session at 7:12 P.M.  

 

The Council reconvened at 7:42 P.M.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 
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There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Hepperly 

asked for a motion to adjourn.  

 

Councilman _____________ moved that the Council adjourn.  Councilman 

_____________ seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:43 P.M.   

  

 

      ______________________________ 

      Mayor Melanie Hepperly  

 

Attest: 

 

____________________________________ 

Barb Fox, Recording Secretary   


