
NOTE, THESE MINUTES ARE NOT FOR PUBLIC DISSEMINATION UNTIL THEY HAVE 

BEEN APPROVED BY THE FAIRWAY CITY COUNCIL 

 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 

OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

OF THE CITY OF FAIRWAY, KANSAS 

 

The Council of the City of Fairway, Kansas, held their regular meeting at 6:30 P.M. at 

5240 Belinder Road, Fairway, Kansas, on Monday, April 14, 2025. 

 

Present: Council Members Whitney Henley, David Watkins, Jerry Williams, Lee 

Story, Dan Bailey, Joseph Levin and Tanya Keys. 

 

Absent: Council Member Kelly Ann Buszek.   
     

Presiding: Mayor Melanie Hepperly. 

 

Staff Present: Nathan Nogelmeier, City Administrator; Todd LaSala, Acting City 

Attorney; J.P. Thurlo, Police Chief; Bill Stogsdill, Director of Public 

Works. 

  

Visitors:    Steve Platt, 4910 Glendale, Westwood Hills; Kyle Corcoran, 5943 Buena 

Vista.  

 

CALL TO ORDER AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Mayor Hepperly called the meeting to order.  She announced that the Agreement 

with Green For Life (GFL) for Residential Solid Waste Disposal Services for 

2026-2030 is still being finalized and will be removed from the New Business 

Agenda.  That item will be considered at the May 12, 2025 Council Meeting.  

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

Mayor Hepperly led the Council in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
PROCLAMATIONS:   

 

 ARBOR DAY 

 

Mayor Hepperly read a Proclamation designating April 25, 2025 as Arbor Day in 

the City of Fairway.  She urged all citizens to celebrate Arbor Day and to support 

efforts to protect trees and woodlands.  She asked that citizens plant trees to 

gladden the heart and promote the well-being of this and future generations. 

 

 EARTH DAY 

 
Mayor Hepperly read a Proclamation designating April 22, 2025 as Earth Day in 

the City of Fairway.  She encouraged all citizens to take responsibility to care for 

the world in which we live.  
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MONTHLY REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 

 
CONSOLIDATED FIRE DISTRICT NO. 2, CHIEF CHICK 

 

Mayor Hepperly stated that Chief Chick was not available to attend the meeting 

and she referred the Council to the Fire District report in the packet.  

 

ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE COMMITTEE, MR. NOGELMEIER 

 

Monthly Report 

 

City Administrator Nogelmeier referred to the Administration report in the packet 

subject to questions.  He discussed the Green for Life (GFL) contract extension, 
stating the current five-year contract expires at the end of 2025.  The current 

contract is a multi-city agreement that was negotiated in part through the Mid-

America Regional Councils (MARC) Purchasing Cooperative Program.  The base 

contract is between GFL and MARC and then the three base cities, Westwood, 

Roeland Park, and Fairway, which each have their own sub-agreements.  The City 

is working with representatives from GFL on the new contract.  Several 

surrounding cities have recently gone to bid for solid waste services with bids of 

anywhere from $22 to $32 per household per month.  The draft contract that 

Fairway is working on will begin in 2026 with a cost of $17.50 per household per 

month.  There will be several changes in the new contract, including restricted 
yard waste.  Currently residents have unlimited yard waste and the new contract 

will cap yard waste at 10 bags per week; however, there will be two weeks, one in 

the spring and one in the fall, where residents will be allowed to put out unlimited 

yard waste.  More information will be provided to residents soon.  

 

As for Finance, City Administrator Nogelmeier explained that sales tax came in 

for February above budget. He added that year over year, so far in 2025, sales tax 

collections have been higher than both 2023 and 2024. 

 

POLICE COMMITTEE, CHIEF THURLO 

 
Monthly Report 

 

Chief Thurlo referred to the report in the packet, subject to questions.  He 

discussed several incidents that occurred over the last month.  He stated that they 

have stopped some individuals for charges or DUI’s who have had immigration 

detainers. They also took an individual into custody for a domestic violence 

incident and also charged an individual for shots fired in the City.  He also 

discussed an auto burglary of a Fairway resident that occurred in Kansas City, 

Missouri wherein the resident had items stolen from her car, one of which was an 

expensive coat.  The coat was later located for sale on Facebook.  The Fairway 
Police contacted the individual, arranged to purchase the coat, got the coat back 

for the Fairway resident, and arrested the individual who had active warrants.  He 

added that Fairway Police Officers are doing a phenomenal job and he couldn’t be 

prouder of them. 
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Responding to Councilman Williams’ question concerning the immigration 
detainer, Chief Thurlo explained that the subject will be charged with the DUI in 

Fairway, and then the federal agency will take over the case related to the 

immigration detainer.  

 

Councilman Bailey discussed the increase in e-bikes and electric motorcycles that 

are on the streets, where people are riding in dark clothes at dusk with no helmet.  

He is concerned that someone will be injured. 

 

Chief Thurlo agreed that the Police should be more proactive about electric 

motorcycles, especially with the weather changing, as there will be more and 

more of them on the street.   
  

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE, MR. STOGSDILL 

 

Monthly Report  

 

Director Stogsdill referred to the report in the packet subject to questions.  He 

reported that for the 40th consecutive year, Fairway has been recognized as a Tree 

City USA.   

 

 PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE, MR. SOEKEN 
 

Monthly Report 

 

City Administrator Nogelmeier stated that Director Soeken was not able to attend 

the meeting and referred the Council to the report in the packet, subject to 

questions.  

 

MONTHLY REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES 

 

Tree Board 

 
No Report.   

 

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
  

Mayor Hepperly outlined the two items on the Consent Agenda.  The Consent 

Agenda items include the following: (A) Minutes of Previous Regular City 

Council Meeting; (B) Claims and Appropriations – Ordinance #1823 – March 
2025.  

 

Mayor Hepperly asked for discussion from the Council.  Hearing none, she asked 

if there were comments from the public related to the Consent Agenda.  Hearing 

none, she asked for a motion. 
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Councilman Watkins moved that the Council approve Consent Agenda Items A 

and B on the Consent Agenda. Councilman Levin seconded the motion and the 
motion carried unanimously.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

A. Amendment to 2025 CARS Program – Cooperative Agreement. 

 

Director Stogsdill stated that this Amendment switches the lead agency from the 

City of Fairway to the City of Roeland Park.  More of the integral work will be 

completed in Roeland Park so it makes more sense for Roeland Park to take the 

lead on the project.   

 
Mayor Hepperly asked for discussion.  Hearing none, she asked for public 

comment on this item.  Hearing none, she asked for a motion. 

 

Councilman Bailey moved that the Council approve the Amendment to 2025 

CARS Program – Cooperative Agreement.  Councilman Story seconded the 

motion and the motion carried unanimously.  

 

COMMENTS BY GOVERNING BODY 

 

Mayor Hepperly asked for comments by the Governing Body.   
 

Councilman Story discussed the new flashing light that has been installed on 

Shawnee Mission Parkway at Fairway Road.  He thanked Mayor Hepperly for her 

efforts in making that happen at that dangerous stretch of highway with downhill 

traffic.   

 

Mayor Hepperly responded that the suggestion for the flashing light came from a 

resident who lives on Belinder who was involved in a car accident there and had 

also seen other accidents happen.  She talked with City Administrator Nogelmeier 

and Director Stogsdill, who both agreed that adding the light was a great idea.   

 
Councilwoman Henley followed-up on comments about the electric bikes made 

earlier by Councilman Bailey.  She stated that she has also heard some concerns 

about the scooters being used by kids going to and from school that are zipping 

around recklessly, and she thinks those should be looked into as well. 

 

Councilman Watkins suggested that a reminder be sent via Constant Contact or 

the newsletter to remind walkers of the appropriate side of the street on which to 

walk, which is on the left side, facing traffic. He noted that a neighbor put up little 

stickers on the light poles to alert people walking the wrong way and he wondered 

if the City could look for a way to put up those stickers on light poles around the 
City because it is a safety issue.  This is especially true for people who walk with 

earbuds because not only can they not see traffic coming from behind but they 

also cannot hear the traffic. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
Mayor Hepperly asked if there were members of the public who would like to 

comment.   

 

Steve Platt, 4910 Glendale, Westwood Hills, stated that he has talked with 

Councilman Story and Jennifer, the Homes Association President, concerning the 

statue that was ran over. He knows there is an antique store at 45th and State Line 

that has statues and he would be willing to contribute $500 to replace the statue.   

 

Mr. Platt also discussed the public vote regarding the park in Westwood.  He 

stated that Fairway is a great community with its master plan for single family 

homes and that was also Westwood’s master plan, but Westwood has now 
decided they want more commercial areas, so they picked the park for 

redevelopment.  Through a very long and complicated process and protest, 

Westwood citizens decided no to the commercial offices and no to the additional 

debt, but yes to an expanded park.  Now, residents need to figure out how to come 

up with funds to either buy the old school or pay off the debt on the church 

property that Westwood has.  One suggestion involves contacting Johnson County 

Parks to help with a lease purchase or coming up with funds to thwart the sale of 

the school by working with the Shawnee Mission School District.  They are 

getting a task force together to get volunteers to communicate with Johnson 

County Parks and Johnson County Commissioner Becky Fast. He pointed out this 
will not be a capital expenditure that will raise taxes for residents of Westwood, 

Westwood Hills, or Mission Woods, who have all expressed some interest in 

helping with future maintenance of the park.   

 

Mr. Platt stated that his purpose this evening is to see if someone from Fairway 

would be interested in joining the task force.  This would not be an ask for money, 

but to help guide Northeast Johnson County to preserve some more green space. 

He noted that Fairway has done an excellent job preserving the Shawnee Indian 

Mission and also mentioned the donation by the Lyon family for the Kathryn 

Lyon Flora Park.  While they have not found someone willing to donate property, 

they do hope to get some cooperation with the school, the Parks department and 
maybe some foundations who would be willing to help save green space in 

Northeast Johnson County.  

 

Kyle Corcoran, 5943 Buena Vista, asked how the approval process works for 

getting a house built in Fairway.  He stated that he rents a home in Ward 4 and 

has been talking to his neighbors who state that they cannot afford to buy a home 

in Fairway.  He wondered what the process is for purchasing a then developing a 

home in Fairway.   

 

City Administrator Nogelmeier explained the application and approval process for 
new residential construction.  

 

Responding to Mr. Corcoran’s question concerning greenspace, City 

Administrator Nogelmeier stated that staff would determine how much 
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greenspace is required for the home being built. He noted there are certain 

percentages of greenspace required and all of those calculations are supplied by 
the architect and then they are double checked by City staff.  He explained that all 

the bigger homes in Fairway must comply with the greenspace requirements in 

the City Code, unless they request an exception and whether that exception is 

approved is a decision made by the Planning Commission. 

 

Mr. Corcoran stated that he has been trying to investigate because he is concerned 

that they won’t be able to buy a home once their lease is up and they would like to 

stay in Fairway.  Neighbors around him are concerned that the big houses that are 

being built increase the price for everyone.  They live in a one-story house and 

then two-story homes are being built next door.  He wondered if the City Council 

was doing anything about it or if it is just letting people keep buying homes which 
will price everyone out at some point.  

 

Mr. Corcoran also stated that he was planning to run for City Council and he 

wanted to introduce himself to the Council.  

 

Mayor Hepperly asked for additional public comment.  Hearing none, she closed 

the public comment portion of the meeting.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 
There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Hepperly 

asked for a motion to adjourn.  

 

Councilman Watkins moved that the Council adjourn.  Councilman Bailey 

seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:06 P.M.   

  

 

      ______________________________ 

      Mayor Melanie Hepperly  
 

Attest: 

 

____________________________________ 

Barb Fox, Recording Secretary   


