
NOTE, THESE MINUTES ARE NOT FOR PUBLIC DISSEMINATION UNTIL THEY HAVE 

BEEN APPROVED BY THE FAIRWAY CITY COUNCIL 

 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 

OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

OF THE CITY OF FAIRWAY, KANSAS 

 

The Council of the City of Fairway, Kansas, held their regular meeting at 6:30 P.M. at 

5240 Belinder Road, Fairway, Kansas, on Monday, March 10, 2025. 

 

Present: Council Members Whitney Henley, David Watkins, Jerry Williams, Kelly 

Ann Buszek, Lee Story, Dan Bailey, Joseph Levin (via Zoom) and Tanya 

Keys. 

 
Absent: None.   

     

Presiding: Mayor Melanie Hepperly. 

 

Staff Present: Nathan Nogelmeier, City Administrator; Todd LaSala, Acting City 

Attorney; J.P. Thurlo, Police Chief; Bill Stogsdill, Director of Public 

Works; Brice Soeken, Director of Parks and Recreation. 

  

Visitors:    None.  

 

CALL TO ORDER AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Mayor Hepperly called the meeting to order.  She announced that the Executive 

Session shown on the Agenda was inadvertently left on from last month and there 

is no Execution Session planned for this evening. 

 

City Administrator Nogelmeier noted that several non-substantive changes were 

made to the February minutes that are on the Consent Agenda for approval. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
Mayor Hepperly led the Council in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

MONTHLY REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 

 

CONSOLIDATED FIRE DISTRICT NO. 2, CHIEF CHICK 

 

Mayor Hepperly reported that the Fire District report is submitted quarterly so 

there is no report this month.  

 

ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE COMMITTEE, MR. NOGELMEIER 

 
Monthly Report 

 

City Administrator Nogelmeier referred to the Administration report in the packet 

subject to questions.  He explained that he is still waiting to hear back from the 
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potential new tenant on the Funding Agreement for the restaurant property at 

2820 W. 53rd Street.  He discussed the legislative action scheduled for Thursday 
in Topeka concerning the Shawnee Indian Mission.  The public hearing has been 

concluded but he and Mayor Hepperly plan to attend the committee hearing to 

keep apprised of the situation.  

 

With respect to Finance, City Administrator Nogelmeier stated that revenues from 

sales tax came in above budget for February.  The Administration and Finance 

Committee will begin to discuss the 2026 budget at its March meeting.  

 

POLICE COMMITTEE, CHIEF THURLO 

 

Monthly Report 
 

Chief Thurlo referred to the report in the packet, subject to questions.  He 

discussed several incidents that occurred over the last month, including an armed 

carjacking that began in Kansas City Missouri and moved into Prairie Village and 

then Fairway.  One of the cars was dumped in Fairway and the individual got out 

and ran into the creek in very frigid conditions.  Although drones and dogs were 

used, the Police were not able to locate the individual.  However, in working with 

Kansas City Missouri Police, the individuals have been identified and charges are 

pending.   

 
Chief Thurlo also discussed recent business burglaries that have occurred in the 

area. 

 

Finally, Chief Thurlo reported that in the early morning on Sunday, several 

rounds were fired from a 9 mm handgun in Fairway and then the individual pulled 

down the street and fired more shots.  All the rounds have been recovered and no 

damage was reported.  The Police recovered DNA evidence and the subject was 

seen on several Ring doorbells.  A person of interest has been identified and they 

are in the process of locating that individual.   

 

Chief Thurlo voiced his concern that no residents reported hearing the gun shots 
at the time.  Residents of Mission Hills did report the shots and Mission Hills 

Police moved into the area in Mission Hills.  Three separate Fairway residents did 

report hearing the shots on Monday.  He urged the Council to educate residents 

that if something is not right that they should call the Police.  He thinks if 

someone had called after the first rounds of shots were fired, the Fairway Police 

could have been there before the second round of shots were fired and would have 

been able to catch the individual.   

 

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE, MR. STOGSDILL 

 
Monthly Report  
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Director Stogsdill referred to the report in the packet subject to questions.  The 

report includes a table showing costs for snow removal over the last three years 
and this year has been a little more expensive than years past.  

  

 PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE, MR. SOEKEN 

 

Monthly Report 

 

Director Soeken referred to his report in the packet, subject to questions.  He 

discussed the successful camp registrations and stated that hiring for summer staff 

is almost complete, with the only remaining openings being for managers and 

tennis instructors.  In addition, a new part-time staff member has been hired to 

work at the Shawnee Indian Mission who has ancestral ties to the Mission. 
 

MONTHLY REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES 

 

Tree Board 

 

No Report.   

 

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
  

Mayor Hepperly outlined the nine items on the Consent Agenda.  The Consent 

Agenda items include the following: (A) Minutes of Previous Regular City 

Council Meeting; (B) Claims and Appropriations – Ordinance #1822 – February 

2025; (C) Mayoral Appointment of Andrew Sheppard as City Treasurer; (D) 

Annual Engagement Letter with Marr & Co for the 2024 Financial Audit; (E)  

Agreement with Melissa Garrett for Program Offerings at the Shawnee Indian 

Mission.  

 
Mayor Hepperly asked for discussion from the Council.  Hearing none, she asked 

if there were comments from the public related to the Consent Agenda.  Hearing 

none, she asked for a motion. 

 

Councilman Lee moved that the Council approve Consent Agenda Items A 

through E on the Consent Agenda. Councilman Watkins seconded the motion and 

the motion carried unanimously.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

A. Resolution 2025-D – A Resolution Approving CARS 5-Year Plan 2026-2030. 
 

Director Stogsdill stated that this Resolution is required so the City will be 

eligible for up to 50 percent funding on CARS projects.   

 

Mayor Hepperly asked for discussion.  Hearing none, she asked for public 

comment on this item.  Hearing none, she asked for a motion. 
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Councilman Williams moved that the Council approve Resolution 2025-D -- A 

Resolution Approving CARS 5-Year Plan 2026-2030.  Councilman Watkins 
seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously.  

 

COMMENTS BY GOVERNING BODY 

 

Mayor Hepperly asked for comments by the Governing Body.   

 

Responding to Councilman Lee’s question, Director Soeken discussed the new 

contract employee at the Shawnee Indian Mission, Melissa Garrett.  Ms. Garrett 

will conduct programs at the Mission, including food preparation, how food was 

kept from spoiling, and jewelry making. There will be children’s programs, story 

time, and other programs and special events that will bring value to the Mission.  
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

Mayor Hepperly asked if there were members of the public who would like to 

comment.  Hearing none, she closed this public comment portion of the meeting.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Hepperly 

asked for a motion to adjourn.  
 

Councilman Williams moved that the Council adjourn.  Councilwoman Buszek 

seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 6:53 P.M.   

  

 

      ______________________________ 

      Mayor Melanie Hepperly  

 

Attest: 
 

____________________________________ 

Barb Fox, Recording Secretary   


